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For week ending 18 May 1948 L
U Outlcok ip Pylestine Cage. Until the termination of the Palestinian .
- . mandate, the delegates to the resent Special Session of the UN Ceneral ~ . .-
n --.Aagomﬁl regarded friction betwsen Arab and Jow as an internal dispute,

. particularly es the British had refrained frem bringtng-,the‘*‘mtter"’bgforqétﬁe,;

" UN as a-specifie threat to peace. Accordingly, the delegates dickered inter~
- minably for a ®mirage like" solution to'the future of Palestine which would - :

. , be agreémbléd to all. These arid legalistic gastures inevitably lsgged vehind
. the swift pace of history and the problem of the Holy Land was referfed.to . .-
. the ultimate arbitrament of war. The end of the mandate and the proclamation -
of a Jewish state, however, have furnished the UN with scme legal foundatlion
. fer action to end the fighting. The Security Council, chsrged with halting
-aggression, was confromted with a clear-cut case of a threat to wcrld peace -
. following Egypt's invasion of Israsel and the latter's appeal to the SC. At
present the entire UN labors under s sense of frustration and bewilderment -
a8 to .US motivea end policy shifts and US prestige has suffered sccordingly.
' The best hope remaining is that mar itself may, in time, establish some
-squilibrium which will make both contestanis more smenable . to mediation. -~ .

. B . / - ., ..
o - -Progpects for contimued WFTU. unity. Closing sessions of the Rome mea(ting
+ . _of the World Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU) Executive Committee revealed < -
| - . that the 7-point agreement between the US and Sovieét national laber organigatic \
. did not resclve all major issues dividing the East-West blocs in the WFTU.
 The Communist trade unions succeeded in postponing consideration of the. S
. controversial application of the French Force Ouvriere (FO): for sdmisaion to’
' -WFTU and of the claim of Leon Jcuhaux, FO chief, to a sest in the WFIU ..
' 'Executive Buresu. The CIO has indicated it will demand Jouhsux's reinstate-
- - 'ment at the August meeting of the Exetutive Committee in order to reatore East:
- West equality in the nine-man Burean, Continuing GIO readiness to withdrew -
. from WFTU pending full compliance with its principal _denands, can be expected .
| - to induce the USSR to cooperate further with the western unions and to
" inplement the Rome agreement which curtailed the sctivities of the pro- . .

Communist. WFTU General Secretary. . Jumrey,ﬁ CIO representative at the Roue
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méeting, has declared that hisbgraup will not purticipate in o Cemmunist~
dominated WF1U. \ : _

Controversy over blg vower role in ECME. The desire of the UX and the
USSR to participate in the proposed Eccnomic Commission for the Middle Fast
(ECHE) reflects the importance they attach to a voice in Middle Esctern
economic affeirs. The USSR insists on mombership as the cnly nelglioring
Great Power, while the UK desiras s seal on the basis of her colen’es irn that
area. Althcugh France, China and tre US oppose bis power mempership, tra first
twe went scets if the UX and the USSR are allewed to join. Sinee the Arsb
states vehemently oppose any big power participalion end might refusze to join
under such circumstances, abstention of ell the Groat Povers from TCHE menbere
ship may be the price for preveniing Soviel participetion. :

Satellites anxious to make ECE ei'fective. While the satelllic nations
voted consistently with the Soviet bloc in the recent session of thne Econonie
Commission for Europe (ECE), the Poles and Czachs went out of thelyr way
privately to indicate friendliness toward the US. Their attitude, evident &t
earlier ECE meetings, batrays their feer of bsing further isolated econcnically
from the West and their interest in devaloping ECE as an economic -link batween
the two areas. The French end Scandinavians, too, are concerned with keeplng
open a door to mutual trade through ECE, and it appesrs likely that iis
promotion, largely through the Scviet-proposed trede commiitee, will become a
major function of ECE.

Atomic Energy Control. At the next General Assembly, the USSH may. as
part of a more conciliatory policy in the UN, make concessions designed to
prevent suspension of the work of the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC). After
twenty-=three months of laber frustrated by Soviet obastructionism, the AEC
voted, over Soviet protest, to suspend further work. However, the Sovie®
Union, which has consistently scught to keep-the AEC going, may modify iis
position just enough to snable continuation of discussicna.
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